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@ The following letter, writ- 
ten to the moderator of the Pres- 
byterian Church, U.S.A., by Dr. 
James Ross McCain, moderator 
of the Presbyterian Church, U. S., 
by the order of the 1951 General 
Assembly, has been sent to all the 
church papers by Dr. McCain. 
Following this letter are two let- 
ters written by the editor of THE 
JourNat to Dr. McCain and Dr. 
Anderson. These last two letters 
reflect the sentiment of a great 
majority of Southern Presbyter- 
ians on the matter of the proposed 
union of the two churches. 


July 23, 1951. 
Moderator H. R. Anderson, 
Presbyterian Church, U.S.A., 
Chicago, Illinois. 
Dear Dr. Anderson: 


At the last meeting of the Gen- 
eral Assembly of the Presbyterian 
Church in the United States, it 
was voted that I may have the 
privilege of sending to you a letter 
of congratulations on the work of 
your denomination in the field of 
Home Missions for 150 years! 

That is a long period for con- 
secutive work in any field of re- 
ligious endeavor, and the encour- 
aging fact is that the increasing 
age of Home Mission work has 
shown a decided increase in fruit- 
fulness instead of any sign of 
weakening or decay. 

We are gratified that in the 
earlier phases of your activity in 
this work our own denomination 
was united with yours and that it 
was our rather than your promo- 
tion of which we might think. 
Since our unfortunate separation 
so many years ago, you have made 
more rapid advance than when we 
were with you, and yet we are not 
at all envious. We rejoice in your 
leadership and in your results, 
and your activity has been one of 
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the most stimulating influences in 
getting our people to work. 

We are happy to hear of in- 
creasing cooperation between our 
denominations both in the study 
of Home Mission problems and in 
the actual administration of them. 
If it may please God that in due 
time our two communions may be 
one again, we will rejoice once 
more in having a common task in 
this realm of service. However, if 
the reunion is long delayed, I hope 
that we may still have the closest 
fellowship in efforts to win our 
country to humble reliance on the 
Lord Jesus for both individual 
and national salvation. 

Our Committee on Nominations 
has been instructed to have in 
mind your Home Mission interest 
for this year in selecting our fra- 
ternal delegate for the next meet- 
ing of your General Assembly. 

Thanking God for what you 
have already done and praying to 
Him for your continued success in 
this and in other phases of your 
work, I am, 


Cordially, 
James Ross McCain, 
Moderator, Presbyterian 


Church, U. S. 








Dr. J. Ross McCain, 
Moderator Presbyterian 
Church U. S., 

219 S. Candler Street, 
Decatur, Georgia. 


Dear Dr. McCain: 


Thank you for the copy of your 
letter of July 20 to Moderator 
Harrison Ray Anderson. 

I note that you said that since 
our separation that they had made 
more rapid advances than when 
we were with them. I think that in 
all fairness you should have called 





his attention to the fact that since 
that time our church has grown 
far more rapidly than theirs. 

Dr. McCain, you must know 
that all of this agitation for co- 
operation and eventual union be- 
tween our churches is going to re- 
sult in a major split in our own 
church. That seems to be heading 
up very rapidly now that the pro- 
union workers are increasing their 
efforts along that line. If the pro- 
union workers want to liquidate 
our Southern Presbyterian Church 
and to disrupt the grand work 
which God has so greatly been 
blessing through the past few 
years, they certainly will have a 
tremendous responsibility on their 
hands. There are many thousands 
within the fold of our church who 
don’t want this union and who 
will not go into it. There will be 
a Continuing Southern Presby- 
terian Church. If those who are 
definitely working for union 
would like to do the fair, honest 
and Christian thing, why not draw 
up a plan for the proper division 
of all church property including 
board endowment funds, real 
estate, colleges, seminaries, an- 
nuity funds, etc., then we could 
in all fairness go our separate 
ways. 

Dr. McCain, you and I both 
know that this continued agitation 
for church union is going to cause 
many heartaches and work great 
harm to our church. . 

With best wishes and praying 
God’s richest blessings upon you, 
I am ; 

Yours in His Service, 


Henry B. DENDY 





July 23, 1951. 


Dr. H. R. Anderson, 
Fourth Presbyterian Church, 
North Michigan Avenue, 
Chicago, Illinois. 

(Continued Inside Back 
Cover P. 15) 
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EDITORIAL 





The Equalization Fund 
Is Not Absolute— 
Presbyterian Freedom 
Is Still Intact 


The writer opposed the equalization fund in the 
General Council and would have opposed it in the 
General Assembly had he been a member. The 
arguments against it were well put in the account 
of the 1951 General Assembly. 


Some of us still think that the devotion of our 
people can be more effectively called out by the 
appeal of the fathers to exercise the energies of the 
Presbyterian system (because we believe that is the 
government ordained by the Lord in His Word), 
than by a reorganization that is based on the prin- 
ciples of centralization and human control suggested 
by current big business. And the fact that the two 
years of reorganization have meant increased per- 
sonnel, increased salaries, increased costs for travel 
and entertainment, and decreased total giving for 
Assembly causes has not changed our opinion. 


But we are still the Church of our Lord Jesus 
Christ under the reorganized plan and it is our 
duty to heed His great commission today as yester- 
day. And we do not want a misinterpretation of the 
equalization fund to hinder our giving. To avoid 
misapprehension let us keep several things in mind. 


First, in the present form this equalization fund 
only shares in the General Fund. Up to April 1, 
1952 that which is given to the Board of World 
Missions, to the Board of Church Extension, to 
the Board of Annuities and Relief stays where it is 
given and is not touched by the equalization fund. 


Second, after April 1, 1952 any giver may re- 
quest that the whole of his gift be kept where he 
gives it and such request will be fully honored. This 
amendment was written into the act by the 1951 
Assembly. If you are interested in a theological 
seminary in Korea, in a native evangelist in Africa, 
in a mountain orphanage, in a Mexican mission and 
designate your gift exclusively for that cause your 
wish will be observed. And conversely, if the brother 
who voted against the amendment permitting such 
designation wishes his gift to go exclusively to the 
Equalization Fund he has that privilege. 


Third, the equalization fund does not touch the 
controversial questions of the one-half of one per 
cent of benevolence assigned for the councils— 


National, World and Presbyterian. Any individual 
or any church which does not wish to give to these 
causes simply takes that one-half of one percent out 
and allots it to some other cause. The Equalization 
Fund will neither diminish nor increase that per- 
cent. 


And there will be Presbyterians who say: “Now 
that I do not have to contribute to the Equalization 
Fund, I am perfectly willing for five percent of my 
contribution to Assembly benevolences to go that 
way after April first.” 


Whichever way you want your contribution to 
go, whichever cause is closest to your hearts—let’s 
all dig in, that working and giving together, our 
Presbyterian Church, U. S. may do her full part 
for our Saviour and Lord in our day. —Wm.C.R. 





“Behind The Times” 


Dr. Samuel L. Zwemer is a veteran missionary 
and authority on the Near East and work among 
Moslems. When most men would have retired he 
took over the chair of Missions at Princeton Theo- 
logical Seminary. He has now “retired” again and 
has celebrated by writing his fiftieth book, “Sons of 
Adam,” a study of some Old Testament characters. 


We are particularly interested in a paragraph in 
Dr. Zwemer’s book because his judgment and 
scholarship command wide respect in the circles 
where he is so well known and loved. He says: 
“The trouble with these Higher Critics is that they 
swallow the whole theory of evolution (already in 
doubt) and discard inspiration and _ revelation. 
They not only make the account puerile and fail to 
see its sublimity, but they are behind the times in 
the field of anthropology and comparative religion.” 


Only this week we were talking with two phy- 
sicians, men with wide basic and scientific training. 
They both admitted that the theory of evolution, 
which had been taught them as established fact, was 
falling before the sheer weight of the evidence 
against it. One of these men frankly admitted that 
he could find no explanation for the world, man 
and the universe, more scientific in content or 
clearer in statement than that to be found in the 
Genesis record. 


It is high time that Christians face the fact that 
the evolutionary hypothesis—consistently (but un- 
scientifically) taught as a fact—is unregenerate 
man’s attempt to escape the revelation of God’s 
creative work and man’s resulting responsibility to 


God. 
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If evolution is true, man is an ever-improving 
being, without inherent sinfulness, and therefore 
without need of a Redeemer. But, if Christianity is 
true, man is a fallen creature, with a corrupt nature 
and desperately in need of God’s intervention on 


his behalf. 


The evolutionist vainly looks for some ape-like 
creature—the missing link. 


The Christian thanks God for the Mediator, the 
Saviour who came and bridged the gap, reconciling 
man unto Himself. This is the philosophy of hope; 
the other is hopeless. —L.N.B. 





The Call To The 
Ministry 


tags six years | fought against a call to the minis- 
. Those were the longest and bitterest years of 
my Y life. They were spent in silence, for I could not 
talk about it to anyone. Did you ever array your- 
self against God and resist the Holy Spirit? If you 
have done so, you know pain and wretchedness at 
its worst. Your helplessness is awful. You realize 
that the struggle is against the Almighty and that 
you cannot win. But you fight on. You fear and 
faint and fall. Your days and nights are disturbed 
by the “still, small voice’ which will not be 
drowned. 


“In the silent midnight watches, list— 
thy bosom’s door— 
How it knocketh, knocketh, 
knocketh evermore!” 


And you know that the powerful hand that holds 
you is governed by a heart of love that “will not 
let you go.” O, the pain of it! Resisting the will of 
Redeeming Love! How you argue and plead with 
Him—-not that you do not want to serve Him at 
all, but that you feel utterly unfit and unable to 
prepare to serve Him as a herald and messenger. 
But there is no compromise with Him. He claims 
you as His right. He created you. He bought you 
with His own Life-blood. He did not redeem you 
in part. He claims all that you are and have—all 
your time; all your talent: not 99 percent but 100 
percent. O, the dreadful nights, days, months, years 
in silent, relentless struggle. 


After years you surrender—and when you do 
surrender you make no conditions. You are His 
forever. Every power you have is His. You keep 
nothing back. Every day, year and moment shall be 
his. Every talent and endowment are His. No limit 
is put on time. Nothing but death or His coming 
can end the obligation to serve. 


And thus it has been. And thus it still is. He 
shall have my last breath. As long as I “love to tell 
the story of Jesus and His love,” as long as I have 
power to tell it out; as long as there are those 
who never heard; as long as there are those who 
“love to hear it like the rest,” I shall hear and obey 
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the voice of Him whom | dared to resist so long. 
Not that I can make up for lost time, but I will not 
add to it. I cannot cease to serve in this war where 
there are no discharges. Nor can [ dare tamper with 
it in the life of others, 


God did not set any time-limit on His call to me. 
Nor will I try to amend or change the call to fit 
any man-made scheme which is proposed to make 
God’s call more effective. Scripture is all on the 
other side. Time-limit is not only un-scriptural—it 
is anti-scriptural to me. I do not find any sort of 
intimations that the speakers for God, either pro- 
phets or apostles or others were enlisted only for a 
short time. Some of them did not live very long. 
But they were “faithful unto death.” 


We are taught that there are three factors or 
elements in a call to the ministry: the Spirit’s inner 
call; the call of a church and the sanction of Pres- 
bytery. As long as these exist, the call to service 
exists. I have no right to put an end to any part. If 
I now say “No” to God, I invite His judgment. If 
I alter God’s call, I would forfeit a good conscience. 
I would feel like a man who had a remedy for a 
sick man but would not part with it or share it; 
like one who had bread, but would not give to the 
hungry. And if I had no right to limit God’s call at 
the beginning, I have no right to limit it at the close. 


It is my persuasion that this limit will invite the 
displeasure of the God Who gave the unconditional 
commission to “go,” promising His power and pre- 
sence. How can we pray with fervor for the “con- 
version of sinners and the comfort of saints” when 
we have the men and means of giving them to eat? 
I’d rather starve than to take from Christ one 
single day that belongs to Him. “The Lord is my 
Shepherd: I shall not want.” “O Jesus, I have 
promised to serve Thee to the end.” —C.T.C. 





A Mild Reply To James McBride 
Dabbs In The Presbyterian 
Outlook On “The Last 
Stronghold Of Segregation” 


We respect the sincerity of Mr. Dabbs and his 
intense earnestness as evidenced in his recent article 
in The Presbyterian Outlook on the subject “The 
Last Stronghold of Segregation.” Mr. Dabbs de- 
plores the possibility of the Christian Church in the 
South being the last organization to give way to 
this pressure in our social order, namely, non-segre- 
gation. He even questions the survival of the church 
if this should be the case. Mr. Dabbs may be correct 
in all his assumptions. This article is not intended 
so much as a refutation of his positions but rather 
a possible shift to what may be more healthy em- 
phases. We are inclined to think non-segregation 
has almost arrived in all phases of life, no matter 
what anybody thinks about it. To say that racial 
segregation is a real problem demanding solution is 
to be guilty of a truism. Also, to sit on the sidelines 
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and do nothing about it is unworthy of our Chris- 











tian fellowship and great Protestant heritage. 


What are the basic needs of our Negro neighbors? 
What are those great essentials that comprise the 
“good life?” What are the matters of central im- 
portance that reach down deep into the core of his 
nature? May I suggest several that seem central 
rather than peripheral. The Negro needs economic 
opportunity; he needs better educational facilities 
and equal political privileges. But most of all he 
needs supremely the gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ. 


These matters are basic, and as he gets them even 
partially achieved then the nagging and ever present 
problem of segregation is automatically ironed out. 
Again, let us emphasize that we are not arguing 
either the pros or cons of this difficult question. We 
are afraid that Mr. Dabbs and many others of like 
mind have too quickly sought for an over-simplifi- 
cation of the entire Negro problem. We do not 
claim any ready-made solution. Probably non-seg- 
regation is a tiny segment of the whole pattern for 
Negro betterment and Negro relationships, but 
surely it is only a part. 


The Negro’s needs are essentially the same as the 
white man’s. To keep the Negro ignorant, to not 
fully share with him all the blessings of a pure 
gospel and its rich implications for right living is 
to be laid as a crime at the door of we Southern 
whites. We have joined the “do-nothing party,” 
and like the priest and the Levite we have passed 
by on the other side leaving the Negro in his ignor- 
ance and spiritual destitution. The problem is a 
large one and difficult. If we broke down every 
vestige of segregation we still would not have 
arrived at the heart of the matter. 


We trust Mr. Dabbs will not take anything 
personal which we have written and especially what 
we are about to say. Frankly, we are much more 
impressed with what John Little did in Louisville, 
Mooney in New Orleans and what Sam Burney 
Hay is doing at Stillman than with all the theorists 
on non-segregation. In our judgment these great 
men which we have mentioned above are striking at 
the very heart of the matter. They are furnishing 
the Negro with the great imponderables of life, the 
imperishable assets of lofty Christian character. 
They are lifting him up to new plateaus of vision 
and service, expanding his mind and soul for the 
larger place that he has already commenced to 
occupy in our society. 


Another consideration we would like for Mr. 
Dabbs and his thoughtful contemporaries to ponder, 
is this: we wonder, if in their zeal to quickly usher 
the Negro into our white churches, they have care- 
fully considered just what would happen to the 
Negro, Again, let us emphasize by way of paren- 
thesis that we are trying to keep an open mind on 
the whole question. Those who are eager for non- 
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segregation seem to be moving in the opposite direc- 
tion from those who are dealing with the indigenous 
churches of Africa. More and more the missionary 
is impressed by the fact that as the black man 
develops, he wants to run his own church. The 
white man must get on the sidelines, and as quickly 
as possible outside altogether. 


What actual brief do we possess that the Negro 
would be bettered by being again pushed aside as 
he was during slavery days in our white churches? 
It would be a generation before he could actually 
“run the show” or even take over his proportionate 
share of leadership. Maybe he would be immeasur- 
ably strengthened. We would not belabor this point, 
but are we sure of our conclusion? 


That the Negro would be better off in non- 
segregated churches seems to be accepted as axio- 
matic. There seems to be no questioning of the fact, 
no critical examination from an unbiased viewpoint. 
But, we seriously question the wisdom of it all. The 
Negro has a quaint way of doing things all his own, 
whether in church or elsewhere. Is there any reason 
to pour him into the same mould with our rather 
reserved type of worship? 


The Negro needs advice, assistance, brotherhood, 
knowledge and everything else the Gospel of Christ 
provides, but are we not guilty of jumping to con- 
clusions in hasty assumptions? Should we not rather 
major on the great essentials of fully sharing every 
known advantage which the Christian Church has 
to offer? —R.W.C. 
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Fourteenth in a Series 


The 


Ten Commandments 


according to 


The Shorter Catechism 


By Dr. John R. Richardson 


Question 63. Which is the fifth commandment? 


Answer. The fifth commandment is: Honour thy 
father and thy mother; that thy days may be long 
upon the land which the Lord thy God giveth thee. 

At first sight there appears to be no organic con- 
nection between the fourth and fifth command- 
ments. Upon closer observation we find that they 
have one tremendously important factor in com- 
mon, namely, reverence. The fourth enjoins rever- 
ence for God’s day; the fifth requires reverence for 
parents. In Lev. 19:3 we note that the Mosaic 
legislation bracketed them together: “Ye must each 
revere his father and mother, and you must keep my 
Sabbath, since I am the Lord your God.” (Smith). 


Both of these commandments are designed to pro- 
tect the highest interests of the home. As a conse- 
quence of this they serve in the preservation of the 
life of society, the life of the nation, and the life of 
the Church. Ancient Israel saw this integral rela- 
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tionship in a clearer perspective than our own gen- 
eration. 

Alexander Whyte tells us that all our best do- 
mestic, social and political life has its earliest, 
deepest and most fruitful roots in the fifth com- 
mandment. He also reminds us that “of all the 
commandments of the Decalogue, perhaps none 
were so well observed in the house of Israel as the 
commandment to honor father and mother. Of all 
the beautiful and winning pictures of patriarchal 
life that have been handed down to us, there are 
none so uniformly sweet and beautiful as those of 
parental love on the one hand, and those of filial 
love and honor on the other. The union between 
parent and child was both by divine law and uni- 
versal custom much closer and more lasting than in 
our day would be either desirable or possible.” 

Ordinarily the execution of the fifth command- 
ment was carried out with ease and gentleness. 
There were times, however, when chronic disobedi- 
ence and rebellion toward parental authority re- 
ceived capital punishment. Such offenders were con- 
sidered unworthy to enjoy life with its blessings 
and privileges. An appendix to this commandment 
provides: ‘Whosoever strikes his father or mother 
must be put to death.” (Ex. 21:15). “Whoever re- 
viles his father or mother must be put to death.” 
(Ex. 21:17). Whereas, this practice impresses us as 
being unduly severe we must confess that we have 
tragically erred in the opposite direction. It is a 
well-known fact that in the average American home 
reverence for and obedience to parents are virtues 
which are conspicuously absent. 


Question 64. What is required in the fifth com- 
mandment? 


Answer. The fifth commandment requireth the 
preserving the honour, and performing the duties 
belonging to every one in their several places and 
relations, as superiors, inferiors, or equals. 

At the heart of this commandment there is the 
requirement of respect for constituted authority. 
This is implied in the use of the word “honor.” 
“Honor” has been described as “a noble, rich, and 
inexhaustible word.” It is distinct from love. It is 
distinct from fear. It is a more inclusive word and 
it embraces both love and fear. One Bible expositor 
expresses it thus: ““There may be a love where there 
is neither esteem nor reverence, and there may be a 
fear where there is no affection: but he who has 
true honor in his heart toward anyone, has toward 
him both love and fear.” 

St. Paul wrote to the minor members of the 
Christian Church at Ephesus: “Children, obey 
your parents in the Lord.”” Why did he thus write? 
The answer is “for this is right!” Christian chil- 
dren have a special obligation to obey and honor 
their parents as the child Jesus did in the days of 
His flesh. 

The gospel according to St. Luke (2:51) states 
that Jesus “went down with them and was subject 
unto them.” This statement summarized our Lord’s 
career from His twelfth to his thirtieth years. The 
Holy Spirit felt that during all these years the 
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quality that characterized His early life more than 
any other was His filial honor. He was a dutiful 
and respectful son. This quality may not be very 
glamorous to our modern way of thinking but it 
was evidently the pre-eminent thing that God 
wanted us to get out of this narrative concerning 
His early life. 

In the light of St. Luke’s statement it is safe to 
say as one interpreter has put it: “He always sub- 
mitted to His mother’s commands and her wishes, 
not because she was always wise and right, but be- 
cause she was His mother ... And when His 
mother’s house became divided, as the best houses 
will sometimes become divided, He would only go 
away the oftener to secret prayer, till He came back 
saying to Himself: ‘As much as lieth in you, live 
peaceably with all men, especially of your own 
mother’s household.’ ” 

Jonathan Edwards resolved to do as Jesus did in 
this matter. His Resolution No. 46 was: “Re- 
solved: Never to allow the least measure of any 
fretting or uneasiness at my father or mother. Re- 
solved: To suffer no effects of it, so much as in the 
least alteration of speech, or motion of my eye; and 
to be specially careful of it with respect to any of 
our family.” 

Too often we are more like Miss Rosetti, than 
Edwards, who wrote: “Simple distaste will some- 
times vitiate our observance of the fifth command- 
ment. Our parents speak, and we wish they would 
be silent. Their manners are so old-fashioned and 
their taste so barbarous, Their opinions are so ob- 
solete. Their standards of things are so childish. 
They seem to know nothing that is suitable for a 
new day to know till we habitually take our stand 
on an attitude of sullen endurance, and of self- 
defence against them. We are critics and censors 


and not children. At best we gloomily tolerate what 


we cannot reform as to satisfy ourselves.” 

This commandment, therefore, carries with it a 
certain temper of mind that respects rightful au- 
thority, and a certain course of conduct that is ap- 
propriate in relation to superiors, inferiors or equals. 
The Larger Catechism gives us a concise expression 
of what this commandment requires: “All due rev- 
erence in heart, word, and behaviour; prayer and 
thanksgiving for them; imitation of their virtues 
and graces; willing obedience to their lawful com- 
mands and counsels, due submission to their correc- 
tions; fidelity to, defence and maintenance of their 
persons and authority, according to their several 
ranks, and the nature of their places; bearing with 
their infirmities, and covering them in love, that 


they may be an honour to them and to their govern- 
ment.” 


Question 65. What is forbidden in the fifth com- 
mandment? 

Answer. The fifth commandment forbiddeth the 
neglecting of, or doing any thing against, the 
honour and duty which belongeth to every one in 
their several places and relations. 

The will of God concerning the proper attitude 
toward our parents is clearly revealed. We are not 
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left to grope in the darkness if perchance we shall 
stumble on our duty. Since it is set forth in the 
Bible we must not in any manner neglect the pro- 
visions embodied in this enactment. 

God forbids us to neglect to show the reverence, 
honor, obedience and gratitude toward those whom 
God has exalted to any authority over us. This pro- 
hibition is necessary because we by nature are not 
easily amenable to such things. Calvin recognized 
this when he commented: “Subjection to superiors 
is exceedingly repugnant to the depravity of human 
nature, whose ardent desire of exaltation will 
scarcely admit of subjection.” 

The question is asked: “But suppose the parents 
are not worthy of such respect and honor, what 
shall I do in such a case?” Let Calvin give us his 
answer: “Nor does it make any-difference, whether 
they are worthy of this honor or not. For whatever 
be their characters, vet it is not without the appoint- 
ment of the Divine providence, that they have at- 
tained that station, on account of which the supreme 
Legislator has commanded them to be honored. He 
has particularly enjoined reverence to our parents, 
who have brought us into this life; which nature 
itself ought to teach us. For those who violate the 
parental authority by contempt or rebellion are not 
men, but monsters.” 

All who violate these forbidden provisions must 
pay for such a course of action. Such conduct de- 
stroys character, and wrecks the life. Just look 
around you and there will be ample evidence to 
sustain this contention. 


Question 66. What is the reason annexed to the 
fifth commandment? 

Answer. The reason annexed to the fifth com- 
mandment, is a promise of long life and prosperity 
(as far as it shall serve for God’s glory and their 
own good) to all such as keep this commandment. 

Theologians hold that all temporal promises are 
to be understood as not absolutely, but with this 
reservation, “unless the Lord in His holy wisdom 
shall see it good for us to have it otherwise.” Calvin 
has put it this way: “Wherefore if any one who is 
obedient to parents happens to be cut off before 
mature age, the Lord, nevertheless, adheres to His 
promise as steadily as when He bestows a hundred 
acres of land when He had promised only one.” 

Horatius Bonar interprets long life as life lived 
well. Listen to these lines from his pen: 


“He liveth long who liveth well! 
All other life is short and vain; 
He liveth longest who can tell 
Of living most for heavenly gain. 


He liveth long who liveth well! 
All else is being flung away; 

He liveth longest who can tell 
Of true things truly done each day.” 


The Shorter and Larger Catechisms hold rightly 
to the position that the promise made here is “of 
long life and prosperity as far as it shall serve for 
God’s glory, and their own good, to all such as keep 
this commandment.” 
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In the land area Formosa is but a tiny spot on 
the map of Asia. The population is small compared 
with the hundreds of millions on the mainland. 


But, here we have a government which numbers 
among its leaders many earnest and faithful Chris- 
tians. 


Here we have a government which has consist- 
ently recognized Communism for what it really is 
and refused to do business with it for over twenty 
years, 


Here we have a government which welcomes 
Christian missions and Christian missionaries. 


Here we have loyal allies, men who resisted 
Japan for ten years and stuck with us to the end, 
despite the fact that at Yalta we violated both 
China’s basic and territorial rights, by making a 
deal with Russia at her expense in Manchuria. 


Here there are 500,000 well trained and well 
disciplined troops which are completely anti- 
Communist. 


While we ignore the rights of this government of 
free China and refuse to avail ourselves of their 
full friendship and military potential we, for ex- 
pediency’s sake, make a deal with Dictator Franco, 
a backward and corrupt regime which has been 
ruthless in its attempts to obstruct Protestant mis- 
sions and to suppress the existing Protestant 


Church in that land. 


Looking at the Far East and the world situation 
as a whole there are some questions which need to 
be answered: 


(a) Why did pro-Chinese Communist advice 
prevail in the ultimate determining of our China 
policy? 


(b) Why did we, after nominating General 
Wedemeyer as post-war ambassador to China, 
withdraw his nomination at the insistence of the 
Communists? 


(c) Why, after the Chinese Communists entered 
the war, did we refuse to destroy their war bases, 
supplies and communications in Manchuria? The 
fear of “what Russia might do” is a flimsy excuse. 
Russia will start World War III when she is 


ready—not because of what we may or may not do. 
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(d) Why were Chinese Communist leaders in- 
vited to Lake Success to launch an attack on us and 
our policies? 


(e) Why did we refuse to accept Chinese Na- 
tionalist troops in Korea and also refuse to permit 
the Nationalists to create a diversionary action on 
the mainland? 


(f) Why did we hastily agree to Russia’s offer of 
a truce in Korea when our top military men agree 
that at that very time the Communists were stag- 
gering under our attacks and could have been 
driven back beyond the Yalu River? 


(zg) Why does the otherwise generous Japanese 
Peace Treaty leave it to the Japanese to determine 
which Chinese Government they will deal with 
when this loophole means that economic necessity 
will force the Japanese into the arms of Red China? 


These Questions Need 
To Be Answered 


The implications of these interlocking facts, all 
favorable to Communist China, are so serious and 
so fraught with danger for the future that we hesi- 
tate to even think there is a master plan behind 
it all. 


Because we have tried to face these facts and ask 
these questions we have been accused of being a 
member of “The China Lobby.” We had never 
even heard of the latter until shortly before we left 
for Formosa and we have strong reasons for be- 
lieving that even the term “China Lobby” is a 
device of those who have aligned themselves against 
the Nationalists and for the Red regime in China. 
Why do we never hear of “The British Lobby,” or 
“The Catholic Lobby,” both of them very real and 
effective? 


Homeward Bound 


We left Formosa on July 10, the first stop being. 
on the beautiful island of Okinawa, won at such 
cost in lives and war materiel. Here one encoun- 
tered the activity and know-how of American mili- 
tary power. Here, in this outpost of preparedness, 
are to be found airfields and military establishments 
so necessary in the day in which we live. From the 
field where we landed there was a constant flow of 
planes to points north. All was activity. As we 
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watched, two planes of the Air Transport Com- 
mand came in, one from the Pacific, one from the 
Atlantic group. Light and heavy bombers were 
coming and going. As dreadful as war is one has to 
face the fact that survival entails strength against 
Russia and what she stands for and a willingness to 
use force, the only language understood by these 
would-be world conquerors. Okinawa is one place 
where such potential power is fully in evidence. 


From Okinawa we flew on to Japan, where we 
had a little over two days to compare the pre-war 
Japan which we knew; the imperialistic Japan 
which we experienced during our last four years in 
China; and the Japan of today. 


No matter how much we may disapprove of the 
theatrical gestures of General Douglas MacArthur 
or of his Olympian deliverance on various subjects, 
the fact remains that Japan today is a monument to 
his ability; his understanding of the Oriental psy- 
chology; his grasp of democratic principles in gov- 
ernment; his statesmanlike ability to put theories 
into practice and his broad and human understand- 
ing of the fact that a defeated people can be led and 
won to the position of honest admirers and even 
friends, Japan today is a testimony to General Mac- 
Arthur which no subsequent mistakes or belittling 
can dim. 


However, in General Matthew Ridgeway 
America has a commander for whom we should be 
truly thankful and of whom we can be justly proud. 
The dismay in Japanese minds caused by General 
MacArthur’s dismissal has largely given place to 
thankfulness that his successor is also a great man 
and one determined to see to a successful conclusion 
the historic mission of his predecessor. 


During our short stay in Japan we had the privi- 
lege of visiting with one of our veteran missionaries 
for more than a day; of asking innumerable ques- 
tions and of gaining some definite impressions from 
going over Tokyo and Yokohama. Certainly Japan 
has come back a long way on the road to political 
and economic recovery and stablity. But, to insure 
the continued application of democratic principles 
in life and government, America will be short- 
sighted if she relinquishes the duty and the privi- 
lege of some supervision and tutelage until a gener- 
ation has been educated and advised in these prin- 
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ciples. The present trend towards democracy may 
otherwise prove superficial and abortive. 


A trend has recently been noted which is dis- 
quieting. The funeral of the Emperor’s mother di- 
vulged a latent reverence for the throne which 
could well develop into a swing back to pagan 
Emperor deification and its symbolic Shrine wor- 
ship. This issue, unmet, proved a snare to the Jap- 
anese Church and such may be the ¢ase again, as 
few Japanese Christian leaders are willing to make 
an issue of idolatry. One pastor frankly said: “Shall 
I make myself a marked man?” 


For more than a half century the inherent weak- 
ness of the Japanese Church has been its lack of a 
strong doctrinal basis. Those in the western world 
who would relegate doctrine to a place of secondary 
importance in church matters can get wisdom—if 
they will—by studying the history of the Japanese 
Church, 


At the same time, many of those who are strong 
in their orthodoxy have lacked in evangelistic zeal. 
Unless evangelical faith is coupled with an urge to 
evangelistic endeavor a church can yet die of eccle- 
siastical dry rot. 


Offsetting both doctrinal laxity and evangelistic 
apathy there have come into Japan since the close 
of the war a number of independent missionary so- 
cieties and groups, most of them with strong faith 
and great earnestness in evangelism. Some of these 
lack the background and wisdom of older denomi- 
national groups and may lack an appreciation of 
the Church as an organization. But, there is strong 
hope that the stimulation and the wisdom of each 
group may be imparted to the other, with a great 
blessing to the Church in Japan and more rapid and 
zealous evangelization of the nation resulting. In 
Formosa the organized churches are availing them- 
selves of the fire and zeal of these more youthful 
bodies, such as Youth For Christ, bringing great 
blessing to the churches thereby. At the same time 
the leaders of this newer movement co-operate with 
the organized churches and channel their converts 
and their energies into the established groups. This 
means a blessing and greater usefulness for all con- 
cerned. If the same happy situation should develop 
in Japan it will be a blessing to the Christian work 
in that land. 











We have all been impressed by the stories of the 
open door for the gospel which has eventuated in 
Japan since the close of the war. The openness of 
the door, the willingness of the people to listen, 
and the response of thousands, has not been ex- 
aggerated. But, Japan is still a pagan land and we 
Christians in America have come woefully short of 
meeting the opportunity which is ours for reaching 
the Japanese fully and effectively with the gospel. 
The door is still open and therein lies a great chal- 
lenge. 


Our plane landed at Haneda Airport in Tokyo 
just as some transport planes came in from Korea 
with American GIs. Many of these men still had 
the dirt and grime of the battlefields on their hel- 
mets, uniforms and equipment and their faces were 
thin and drawn from their recent experiences. Two 
days later we saw many others in the same airport, 
some coming from and others going to Korea. Al- 
though the few with whom we talked could not 
necessarily be taken as representative of our men as 
a whole, nevertheless it was significant that not one 
expressed any enthusiasm for the proposed truce 
negotiations. 


One thing we noted in the Hanada Air Base was 
the prominently placed and carefully kept display 
of Testaments and tracts from which thousands of 
military personnel were invited to help themselves. 
Notices of Christian services were also posted where 
all might see. God is not without His witness there. 


We left Tokyo late Thursday night in a driving 
rain, but our Pan-American Stratocruiser was out 
into a clear sky and perfect weather within an hour. 
Early the next morning, Friday, we circled in over 
Wake Island, a horseshoe-shaped atoll which still 
shows the ravages of the battle during which a 
small group of our Marines held out so gallantly 
against greatly superior Japanese forces. Breakfast 
on the ground and an opportunity to take some in- 
teresting pictures was a welcome break in the trip. 


After an hour and a half we took off again and 
later in the day crossed the International Dateline 
(no, the plane did not even jolt as we crossed), and 
we found ourselves in the interesting position of 
having been in Wake tomorrow, for we were back 
in Thursday again. Late in the afternoon, for the 
benefit of some representatives of the National Geo- 
graphic Magazine (See next December’s issue), 
and some of the rest of us who were taking pic- 
tures, the captain of our plane turned north just at 
sunset so we could take pictures of this wonderful 
sight. (We sometimes think God has given us the 
sunsets as a miniature preview of the glories of 
heaven). 


About ten at night we arrived at Honolulu, 
where customs, immigration and other formalities 
were passed. A little after midnight we left for San 
Francisco and slept in a berth in absolute comfort 
until our plane was almost ready to land. 


Dr. and Mrs. Martin Hopkins and Mrs. Joe 
Wilkerson and the little son Joe had not yet seen, 
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met us at the International Airport. Dr. Hopkins 
has been one of the heroes of our work in China in 
recent years and is just now beginning to regain his 
health after his trying experiences. Mrs. Wilkerson 
was anxiously waiting for Dr. Wilkerson, who was 
due in Los Angeles in a few days. We had seen him 
but a few weeks before in Hongkong. 


Late that night, Friday, we left San Francisco, 
flying non-stop to Chicago, where our connecting 
plane was waiting and was held until our baggage 
could be transferred. Then to Knoxville, where 
connecting plane was again waiting. At 11:30 
A.M. we landed in the Asheville Airport, just 11 
hours and 18 minutes after leaving San Francisco 
and twenty days after having taken off for New 
New York and around-the-world. 


It was an interesting, and we hope, a profitable 
trip. All along the way there were no storms, no 
hitches in plans and no unpleasant experiences. God 
had been very near and the world seemed much 
smaller than it formerly did—but the need for 
God’s power to save and transform lives looms more 
urgently important than ever before. 


The problems and the conflicts of the world 
could hardly be greater. The certainty of God’s 
judgment seems even more imminent. But, God’s 
grace and mercy are still being held out in love to 
those who will accept. He can solve every problem 
if He is given His rightful place in the hearts and 
lives of men. 


How long will He withhold judgment? We do 
not know. 


“Behold, now is the accepted time: behold, now 
is the day of salvation.” —L.N.B. 





Dr. Bell’s Recent 


To Dr. Harrison Ray Ander- 
OPEN LETTER! son, Moderator, Presbyterian 
| Church, U.S.A. 


which has evoked widespread comment and interest 


(See LETTERS, Pages 2 and 15) 


Is Now Available In 
Reprint Form 


This penetrating analysis of the deep-seated doc- 
trinal differences between the Northern and Sou- 
thern Presbyterian Churches goes far beyond super- 
ficial, geographical or political causes to the heart 
of the matter, clearly defining the position of THE 
JoURNAL in opposing a union with the Northern 
Presbyterian Church. Every church officer should 
read this reprint. The cost is small, only $1 per 
hundred. Order enough to distribute among your 
fellow church members and officers. 
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SABBATH SCHOOL LESSONS 


LESSON FOR AUGUST 19 


REV. J. KENTON PARKER 





The Christian's Respect for Law 


Scripture: Luke 20:19-26; Acts 22:22-29; 23: 
23-27; Romans 13:1-7; I Peter 2:13-17. Devo- 
tional Reading: Romans 13:1-7. 


One of the toughest problems I have to face is how I should feel and act toward evil men who hold 
positions of authority and power. The early Christians faced the same problem. Most of the Roman officers, 
with the exception of centurions, seem to have been men of immoral life, and were typical political cowards. 
The men before whom the Apostle Paul was tried were men of this type. The men in authority in the Jewish 
Church—the chief priests, scribes and others—were hypocrites and politicians rather than religious leaders. 


These were the sort of unscrupulous leaders who 
condemned Jesus. How can we respect such men, 
whether in bygone days, or present days? I have 
been forced to separate, if I can, in my thinking, 
the man from the office he holds. We must respect 
law and order and those who rule over us. Any 
sort of government is probably better than zo 
government, for that would mean anarchy, and a 
condition of chaos and confusion similar to that 
which prevailed in Israel in the time of the judges 
when there was no king, and every man did that 
which was right in his own eyes. 


This problem is acute today. The recent reve- 
lations of corruption and low standards of morals 
among our leaders and oftentimes their connection 
with gamblers and gangsters of the underworld, 
has caused many of us to become disgusted. When 
we have honest men in office it is easy to respect 
both the men and the office, but even when we can- 
not honor the men, we must honor the position 


they hold. 


_ This is well illustrated by an incident in Paul’s 
life, as we find it recorded in Acts 23:2-5: 


And the high priest Ananias commanded them 
that stood by him to smite him on the mouth. Then 
said Paul unto him, God shall smite thee, thou 
whited wall: for sittest thou to judge me after the 
law, and commandest me to be smitten contrary to 
the law? And they that stood by said, Revilest thou 
God’s high priest? Then said Paul, I wist not, 
brethren, that he was the high priest: for it is 
written, Thou shalt not speak evil of the ruler of 
thy people.” 


The selections for our study throw light on this 
vexing problem. 


I. Church and State 
Must be Separate: 
Luke 20:19-26. 


This very familiar incident gave Jesus the op- 
portunity to lay down one of those basic principles 
for our guidance in relation to the state. The 
enemies of Christ were constantly trying to trap 
Him so that they could have Him arrested by the 
Roman authorities, With this in mind they come 
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to Him with what they thought was a very subtle 
question, one which He could not answer without 
endangering Himself with the Government, or hurt- 
ing His influence with the people: “Is it lawful to 
give tribute to Caesar, or not?” He makes them 
virtually answer their own question, and then said 
to them, “Render to Caesar the things that are 
Caesar’s and to God the things that are God’s.” 


The state rules over us, protects us, and provides 
certain benefits for us; therefore we are to support 
the state, be loyal, and pay our taxes. The Jews 
were using Roman currency, thus acknowledging 
Roman rule. There is another sphere—the spiritual 
—and in this God is our ruler. (Of course God is 
also the Supreme Ruler in all matters, but He 
allows men to exercise authority; all the powers 
that exist are ordained of God.) 


Our country was founded on this theory of com- 
plete separation of Church and State. There are 
constant efforts to mix or confuse the two. Let us 
be on our guard and see that they are kept separate. 


Il. The State Should 
Protect Its Citizens: 
Acts 22:22-29; 23 :23-27. 


Christians make the most loyal citizens and the 
best in any country. They seek the good of the land. 
When rulers are wicked these citizens are often 
persecuted, but even evil rulers sometimes recognize 
Christians as their most valuable assets. Paul was 
not only a Christian; he was a free-born Roman 
citizen. This was of tremendous value to him when 
he got into trouble with the Jewish authorities, 


Our first selection tells of Paul’s defense before 
the multitude when he went to Jerusalem and was 
assaulted by the mob. He reviews his past life, his 
conversion, and his commission to the Gentiles. At 
this word, “Gentiles,” the infuriated mob set about 
to kill him, but the chief captain commanded him 
to be brought into the castle and examined by 
scourging. As they bound him with thongs, Paul 
said to the centurion, Is it lawful for you to scourge 
a man that is a Roman, and uncondemned? When 
the chief captain learned this fact he was afraid, 








stopped the proceedings, and arranged for a trial. 
A Roman citizen had certain rights, and one of 
these was the right of a fair trial, and of appeal to 
the Emperor, in case he was not satisfied. 


Chapter 23 tells of Paul’s defense before the 
council. He was shrewd enough to take advantage 
of the well-known hatred of the Pharisees for the 
Sadducees and successfully divided his enemies by 
declaring that he was a Pharisee. The dissension 
was so sharp that Paul was in danger of being 
“pulled in pieces,” so the chief captain again brought 
him into the castle. In his hour of need the Lord 
stood by him and said, Be of good cheer, Paul: for 
as thou hast testified of Me in Jerusalem, so must 
thou bear witness at Rome. 


Some 40 of the Jews bound themselves with an 
oath that they would kill Paul, planning to have 
him brought down on the morrow. This plot became 
known to Paul’s sister’s son and he told it to Paul 
who informed the centurion and asked that the lad 
be taken to the chief captain to relate his story. 
When this officer of the law heard the story he 
took immediate steps to protect his prisoner and 
arranged to send him to Felix the governor who was 
at Caesarea. This was done and Paul was rescued 
from the blood-thirsty mob. 


Even as wicked and cruel geyernment as the 
Roman government was a bulwark to stand between 
the Christian and their Jewish enemies. Later on, 
as we know, this same government under still more 
wicked emperors, (Nero especially) persecuted the 
Christians bitterly, and Nero put Paul to death. 
For a time, however, the law of Rome stood be- 
tween the apostle and his enemies. 


The better the state, the safer the Christian, for 
it is the duty of all governments to preserve law 
and order and protect those who are law abiding. 
Christians are safe under all decent rulers, for they 
know that the Christian is quiet and peaceful. It is 
true that later on in Church history Christians made 
the mistake of allying themselves with political 
parties and factions and became mixed up in the 
many wars of Europe. This accounts for some of 
their worst persecutions, The Church became strong 
and tried to use its power in the wrong way and 
became involved in the struggles between the nations. 


III. The Christian Must Respect 
And Support all Lawful Government. 
Romans 13:1-7; I Peter 2:13-17. 


1. Paul, and his admonitions to the Christians: 
Romans 13:1-7. 


Paul sets forth certain principles in these verses 
for the guidance of Christians. 


We as Christians must be subject to the higher 
powers. Why? Because the powers that be are 
ordained of God. God is the Supreme Ruler of this 
world. If He allows wicked men to rule we are to 
obey. We must not resist, or rebel. We never find 
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these early Christians stirring up rebellions against 
lawful rulers. Later on when the Church tried to 
“play politics” and become one of the “world 
powers” herself, this was true. The Church was 
never designed by the Master to take such a role in 
world politics. The Church is a spiritual organiza- 
tion, and has no place in such matters. 


Rulers, says Paul, are not a terror to good works, 
but to evil. If we behave ourselves and obey the law 
we will be praised and not persecuted. This is not 
always the case, but as a rule even wicked rulers 
protect loyal citizens. 


2. The apostle Peter endorses this view of Paul. 
Submit yourselves to every ordinance of man for the 
Lord’s sake. We never find the Lord during His 
earthly ministry trying to stir up rebellion on the 
part of the Jews. This was one reason the Pharisees 
opposed Him. There is only one valid reason for 
refusing to obey. Peter says to the Jewish leaders, 
We must obey God rather than men. When man’s 
law conflicts with God’s law, we must obey God 
in preference to man. 


With well doing we can put to silence those who 
accuse us, Show by our subjection and obedience 
that the stories they tell are false ; that we Christians 
are obedient and loyal. 


It is true that we are free, for the Son has made 
us free, but we are to use our freedom as the 
servants of God. 





Is there a vacant 
spot on your book: 
shelf? 


If so, why not fill 
it with one of these 
splendid books with- 
out any cost? 


ae 


Christ The Bread Of Life ———— 
EE 
Christ The Hope Of Glory $3.00 
Who Say Ye That I Am? __........- $2.50 


By Dr. Wm. C. Robinson 
There’s A Way To Do It... 


Why Not Try It? 


YOU MAY HELP FILL A VACANT 
SPOT IN SOMEONE’S HEART 


Here’s all we ask you to do: Get three of your ~ 
friends to subscribe to THE SOUTHERN 
PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL for one year at 
$2.50 a year, collect this amount from them, 
and forward it to us with their correct names 
and addresses. Specify which book you want 
and we will mail it to you within 24 hours. 
For 10 such subscriptions we will send you all 
four books and advance your own subscrip- 








tion an extra year without charge. 
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YOUNG PEOPLE'S DEPARTMENT 





VESPER TOPICS FOR AUGUST 19 


REV. W. G. FOSTER, D.D. 





With One Accord 


Introduction 


Our world presents so many interesting things to do today that the majority of the people in our country 
do not want to go to church and be bored with a service of worship. Judging by the hum and buzz in the 
church auditorium just before the service begins, many of the people who do come think there are more in- 
teresting things to think about and talk about than the real business on hand in the church. In our program 
tonight we want to examine the service of worship that we follow each Sunday morning in our church and 


see if we can put our finger on the real, special 
value of such a service, a value that we can get in 
no other way. 


Let us go to the Scriptures and plug down three 
basic principles upon which all worship rests. 


Scripture Lesson 


1. God Is worthy of Worship— 
Revelation 4:8, 11. 


In the great throne scene in the Revelation, John 
saw all the living ones bowing down before the 
throne and they cried out that the Lord God alone 
was worthy to receive glory and honor and power. 
The heart of what we do in worship is to bow down 
ourselves before the Lord omnipotent, who alone is 
worthy of our worship, adoration, and praise. When 
we come to the House of God for worship the 
glory of the eternal God is present and we are open- 
ing our minds and hearts to Him and He is opening 
His mind and heart to us. 


During the war someone called the rector of 
President Roosevelt’s church one Saturday night 
and asked him if he thought the President would 
be at church the next morning. The rector replied, 
“I do not know whether the President will be there, 
but God will be there and we feel that is sufficient 
to assure us of a crowd.’’ When we come to church 
to worship, Almighty God is there, the one who 
alone is worthy of our worship. 


2. God Must Be Worshipped 
In a Worthy Manner. 
John 4:23-24. 


Were we to be granted an audience with the 
King of England or the President of the United 
States, we would be very careful to appear promptly, 
properly dressed, and would observe all the rules 
and regulations laid down by court order. Dare we 
do less when we come into the presence of Almighty 
God ? Should we stroll casually into the presence of 

in any manner that suits us? 


God has declared that He wants us to worship 
im in spirit and in truth. When we open the 
Word of God we have the Truth of God before us. 
And if we come with unfeigned faith the Spirit of 
God takes the Truth of God and makes God real 
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to us. This Spirit and this truth are essential in 
worship, and we must be careful that we do not do 
anything that might become a substitute for spirit 
and truth and thereby become an artifical prop that 
stirs our emotions but stifles the spirit. Few of us, 
I think, would dare go as far as the Roman 
Catholics have gone, nor would we care to go back 
to the barren coldness of Puritan worship, but we 
must be careful that the present trend toward 
worship centers and altar-centered churches does 
not lead us away from the spirit and truth. 


3. God Alone Can Make Us 
Worthy for Worship. 
John 14:6; Romans 5:1; Hebrews 10:19-25. 


God is worthy of our worship but we must come 
in a worthy manner. God alone can make us worthy 
for that worship and these verses that we have just 
read tell us how that is done. We can come to God 
only through Christ, and when we have believed 
on the Lord Jesus Christ we have been cleansed 
from our sins in His blood and we have access unto 


- God. Until we have been cleansed in the Blood of 


Christ the door to heaven is closed. But having 
Christ we have a new and living way and when we 
come believing and cleansed through that new and 
living way, holding fast our confession of faith in 
Christ, we find that God meets with us and we 
have fellowship one with another and with Jesus 
Christ, God’s Son. In that fellowship our lives are 
blessed and stimulated to go forward in faith, love, 
and good works for the Lord. 


The Order of W orship 


Our morning order of worship is not a series of 
preliminaries that set the stage for the sermon. The 
various parts of our order of worship are designed 
to provide a conversation between us and God. 
Spiritually we should move through the order of 
worship in some such manner as the following out- 
line: 

Prelude - Become conscious of God’s presence for 
you can’t talk to a person until you know he is 
present. 


Doxology and Invocation Hymn - We speak to 
God and ask Him to respond to us; praising Him 
for what He is and has done. 
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The Scripture Lesson - God speaks to us and tells 

us what to do. 

The Prayer - Our hearts respond to God in loving 
surrender and dependence. 

The Offering - We dedicate our lives in a practical 
way. 

The Hymn - We open our hearts and minds to God 
for instruction. 

The Sermon - God instructs us in truth. 


The Hymn and Benediction - We make our final 
promise to God and leave with His promise of 
blessing upon us, 


SUGGESTIONS 
Follow your outline in Presbyterian Youth, paus- 
ing to study the foundations of worship when you 
come to the Scripture lesson. The above outline on 
the order of worship will help you when you discuss 
the morning order of worship. 





CHURCH NEWS 


Sardis A.R.P. Church 
Votes To Unite With 


Southern Presbyterian Body 


CHARLOTTE, N. C.—The Sardis Associate Re- 
formed Presbyterian Church voted July 29 to ask 
for release from the First Presbytery of the Asso- 
ciate Reformed Presbyterian Church with the in- 
tention of seeking affiliation with the Mecklenburg 
Presbytery of the Southern Presbyterian Church. 

In an official congregational meeting during the 
regular morning service, members of the church 
(161 years old) voted 190-42 in favor of a resolu- 
tion which embodied the congregation’s official re- 
quest for the transfer. Previously, the board of 
elders and deacons of Sardis Church approved the 
resolution with one opposing vote. 

The resolution passed by the congregation is as 
follows: 


Whereas the Sardis Associate Reformed 
Presbyterian Church believes that it can the 
more effectively fulfill its mission in the cause 
of Christ thtough a denominational relation- 
ship which permits her to channel her interests 
and resources through the strongest tide of 
Presbyterianism in her community; 

And whereas the interests of Sardis Church 
and of the Christian role she endeavors to per- 
form in her fast-changing community, suggest 
that immediate and positive action be taken 
toward placing Sardis within the larger fam- 
ily of Presbyterian faith; 

And whereas the preference of the Sardis 
congregation to enter the Southern Presby- 
terian Church in concert with the other 
churches of the A.R.P. brotherhood appar- 
ently cannot be achieved in the foreseeable 
future unless Synod alters its position on 
union—and for such alteration we shall con- 
tinue to pray; 

And whereas the General Synod of the As- 
sociate Reformed Presbyterian Church, at its 
annual meeting held in June, 1951, voted over- 
whelmingly to decline consideration of union 
with any other Presbyterian body; 
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And whereas it appears to the Sardis con- 
gregation that the Synod has thus erased all 
reasonable hope of achieving an effective so- 
lution of the Sardis problem through Synodical 
action on union; 

Now, therefore, be it resolved by the Sardis 
congregation, in session held July 29, 1951, 
that the Sardis Associate Reformed Presby- 
terian Church respectfully requests the First 
Presbytery of the Associate Presbyterian 
Church to release Sardis Church from mem- 
bership in the Presbytery; 

And be it further resolved that the Meck- 
lenburg Presbytery of the Southern Presby- 
terian Church be petitioned to grant Sardis 
Church membership and fellowship in that 
Presbytery. 

(Mecklenburg Presbytery will meet again October 
17 in the Steele Creek Presbyterian Church, with 
the Rev. Roy F. Whitley, D.D., the nominee for 
moderator). 

The resolution will be presented to the First 
A.R.P. Presbytery at its October 9 meeting in 
Charlotte. 

Sardis Associate Reformed Presbyterian Church 
is one of the strongest and oldest A.R.P. Churches. 
Representatives of First Presbytery led by Sardis 
Church led the unsuccessful attempt in the June, 
1951, General Synod meeting of the A.R.P. 
Church to unite the A.R.P. and Southern Presby- 
terian denominations. Dr. W. M. Boyce, former 
pastor of the First A.R.P. Church of Charlotte, is 
now pastor of Sardis Church. His son, W. M. 
Boyce, Jr., transferred his membership to the Sou- 
thern Presbyterian Church during the last meeting 
of Mecklenburg Presbytery and came under care of 
that Presbytery while he completes his seminary 
training in Princeton Theological Seminary. 





McDill Joins Faculty Of 
Columbia Seminary 


AtLanta, Ga.—The Rev. Thomas H. McDill 
Jr., pastor of the First Associate Reformed Presby- 
terian Church here has accepted the professorship 
of the new Chair of Pastoral Counseling at Co- 
lumbia Theological Seminary, Decatur, Ga., ac- 
cording to an announcement by Dr. J. McDowell 
Richards, seminary president. 

Mr. McDill will request dismissal from the 

(Continued on Page 16) 
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LETTERS 


(Continued) 


Dear Dr. Anderson: 

I am enclosing tear sheets of an 
article written by Chalmers Alex- 
ander and carried in the July 18 
issue of The Southern Presby- 
terian Journal. I also enclose copy 
of a letter which I have just writ- 
ten to our Moderator with refer- 
ence to his recent letter to you, 
copy of which he sent me for pub- 
lication in The Journal. 

Dr. Anderson, if you men really 
want to do the Christian thing, 
why don’t you permit the conserv- 
atives of both churches to form 
their own church and then let the 
liberals in both churches go ahead 
with their union, giving a fair pro- 
portion of the church property to 
the groups in each church. The 
continued agitation for union be- 
tween our churches will work for 
further disruption and you men 
who are pushing this union ques- 
tion will have to bear the major 
responsibility for this disruption. 

I hope and pray that God may 
lead us all to a greater spirit of 
love and devotion to Himself and 
to deeper consecration to the real 
testimony that He would have us 
give. 

Sincerely yours, 
Henry B. Denpy. 
Weaverville, N. C. 


Sir: 

Are there any plans to have 
elder Alexander’s article, Dr. An- 
derson Please Explain (The Jour- 
nal, July 18, 1951), printed in 
pamphlet form? If such could be 
done, I should like to order 500 
copies. One of the uses to which I 
would like to put them would be 
to send every minister in my pres- 


bytery a copy with a letter from 
ae 


I do think it is one of the most 
concise and probing and disturb- 
ing and useable things I’ve seen 
= this altogether important mat- 
er. 

A Pastor 
Presbyterian Church 
In the U.S.A. 


_ @ Reprints are available from 
rue Journa., 


Echo From Mem phis 
Sir: 


Billy Graham did a fine job in 
Memphis. He won many converts 
and all the preachers of Memphis 
cooperated fully. He was most 
complimentary of the papers, the 
pastors, and the people. Said our 
newspapers were the best and they 
gave him good publicity. We are 
following through now, and ex- 
pect good results. 
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The meeting was extended for 
two days and the last meeting of 
the regular services was on Sun- 
day and there were 35,000 people 
there. He filled Crump Stadium. 
There were about 30,000 people 
at the very last service and so 
many people came down, I think 
1,300 in all, that they gave up the 
tent services and distributed the 
cards and packets in front of the 
pulpit. 

So many young people in Mem- 
phis accepted Christ, and those 
my daughter knew and those in 
our church were all most enthusi- 
astic about him. 

All in all, I would say he 
(Billy Graham) was a tremendous 
success as was his campaign, and 
it did Memphis good to have him. 

(Name Withheld ) 


Memputs, Tenn. 


Sir: 

This is just ... to tell you that 
we used Dr. Robinson’s The Sum- 
mary Of The Christian Fath Ac- 
cording To The Shorter Catechism 
here at the Honea Path (S. C.) 
Church. 

As in many of our Presbyterian 
Churches today, the membership 
is composed of a goodly number 
who come from other than Pres- 
byterian backgrounds. I had 
found a misunderstanding of 
some of our Church’s doctrines 
and an ignorance to some extent 
as to the polity of the Church. 

To attempt to correct this, we 
combined all the adult classes 
(Senior through Adult Bible 
classes) for one quarter and se- 
cured enough copies of Dr. Robin- 
son’s booklet that it might be 
used as a pupil’s textbook. 

Then using Dr. J. B. Green’s 
new harmony of the standards 
(A Harmony Of The Westminster 
Presbyterian Standards, John 
Knox, $3.50), as an aid to the 
teacher, ten lessons were taught 
on the material contained in the 
booklet and the last three lessons 
were used for explaining fully the 
polity of the Presbyterian Church. 
These three months have been 
very profitable, in that there has 
appeared a new interest in the 
teachings of the Church, a better 
understanding of them by the 
members, and a definite greater 
appreciation of the privileges and 
duties of the members of a Pres- 
byterian Church. 

The comments from those at- 
tending these classes have all been 
favorable, and an interesting side- 
light is that attendance increased 
in the Adult Department during 
this series of lessons. 

I would like to commend such 
use of this splendid booklet to 
other churches. 

L. B. ROBINSON 


Honea Patu, S. C. 


Sir: 


I’ve just returned from a two 
weeks’ trip over one section— 
a fourth part of my new field. 
Among my correspondence I 
found two new copies of THE 
JOURNAL ... I read both at one 
sitting, barring several interrup- 
tions from callers. I just want to 
assure you of my _ enthusiastic 
support and appreciation of THE 
JOURNAL’S great and timely 
ministry. Long live this vital 
organ in the body of Christ! 


My sentiments about THE 
JOURNAL are like those of an 
inquirer I saw last week who 
guided me, barefooted, from his 
home to visit another inquirer. 
Expressing my amazement at his 
courage in traversing a tract of 
swamp land at this season when 
the rattlesnake is very prevalent 
and deadly ... he promptly re- 
plied that he could not afford 
shoes. Then he added: “I will 
trust and not be afraid.” The 
night before he placed an order 
for an expensive (for him) large- 
type Bible. Then I read between 
the lines as follows: ¢ 


My friend, Lincoln; for so is his 
name, could not afford to buy a 
pair of shdes but He could not af- 
ford to be without “a Lamp unto 
his feet and a Light unto his 
path.” I fully expect to receive 
Lincoln into the fellowship of the 
saints within the near future. 


Yes, I’d rather go barefooted or 
“bareback” than go without my 
weekly copy of THE JOURNAL 
which brings the good news to 
bear upon my mind and heart in 
a most powerful way. Outside the 
Bible itself, it’s about all I take 
time to read during the long dry 
season when most of my itinera- 
tion is done. 


STEPHEN J. SLOOP 


Munas, Brazil. 





Supporters of THE SOUTHERN 
PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL and the 
Continuing Church Group are 
urged to attend the annual meet- 
ing, August 15, at 10 a.m., in the 
Weaverville (N. C.) Presbyterian 
Church. See August 1 issue for 


program details. 
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Tithing 


IS 


GOD’S 


BUSINESS 


PLAN 


We, our time, talents, and money, are His 


investments, and the Bible says a fair re- 


turn is expected. Financing of the Church's 


Mission—introducing people to Christ— 


is dependent upon Christians rendering at 


least 10 percent of their incomes to the 
Work, It's God's Plan. 


ORCC 


WILL YOU PUT YOUR 
FAITH TO THE TEST 


and Tithe 10% 


OF YOUR INCOME 


for 13 weeks 


SEPT. 15 ... DEC. 15? 


(Has Your Church Already 


Adopted God’s Business Plan 


Our Tithing Adventure?) 








PRESBYTERIAN JUNIOR COLLEGE 


Two years’ liberal arts. Business Administration. 

Preparatory Department. Christian emphasis, 

Fall session begins September 3, 1951. Edues. 
tional excellence. Write for catalog. 


Box BJ] — Maxton, North Carolina 












Presbyterian College 


Clinton, S. C. Box E 


@ Distinctive Christian Education 
@Military Training in R.0.T.C. 


; ne, 


Marshall W. Brown, President 





MONTREAT SCHOOL For GIRLS 
College Preparatory School 


Accredited By Southern Association Of 
Colleges And Secondary Schools 


Located In “The Land Of The Sky” 
Western North Carolina 


J. Rupert McGregor ... President 


Montreat North Carolina 

















second presbytery of the Associate Reformed Pres- 
byterian Synod to the Atlanta Presbytery of the 
Presbyterian Church, U. §. Mr. McDill has long 
been active in efforts to unite the two Presbyterian 


bodies. 


According to Dr. Richards, the new Chair of 
Pastoral Counseling at Columbia has been set up to 
“enable our young ministers to deal adequately with 
the problems of their members under the stress and 
strain of our industrial civilization.” “The need 
for it,” he said, “is emphasized by the fact that more 
and more people are suffering from mental stress 
and disorders, and we believe the Church above all 
institutions has a ministry to them.” 


Mr. McDill has been pastor of the First A.R.P. 
Church in Atlanta since June 1946. During his 
ministry the membership has more than doubled, 
from 348 to 773. A native of Little Rock, Ark., he 
attended the high schools of Gastonia, N. C., re 
ceiving his undergraduate and seminary training at 
Erskine College and Seminary, Due West, S. C. 
He received the B. D. degree from Columbia 
Seminary in 1947, after having served as an Ariny 


Chaplain from Oct. 1942 to March 1946. 


Mr. McDill is expected to assume his official con- 
nection with Columbia Seminary as of September 
1. He will then be granted a leave of absence for a 
year in order that he may engage in special study in 
the field of pastoral counseling at the University of 
Chicago, Richards said. 
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